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It had a very fair and deep impression, and milled very skil-
fully round.

I found that even a common halfpenny, well-preserved,
weighed equal to Mr. M'Culla's. And even some of Wood's
halfpence were near equal in weight to his. Therefore, if it
be true that he does not think Wood's copper to have been
faulty, he may probably give us no better

I have laid these loose thoughts together with little order,
to give you, and others who may read them, an opportunity
of digesting them better. I am no enemy to Mr. M'Culla's
project; but I would have it put upon a better foot I own
that this halfpenny of King Chailes II., which I weighed
against Mr M'Culla's, was of the fairest kind I had seen,
However, it is plain the Crown could afford it without being
a loser.1 But it is probable that the officers of the mint were
then more honest than they have since thought fit to be,
for I confess not to have met those of any other year so
weighty, or m appearance of so good metal, among all the
copper coins of the three last reigns; yet these, however,
did much outweigh those of Mi. M'Culla,, for I have tried
the experiment on a hundred of them. I have indeed seen
accidentally one or two very light, but it must certainly
nave been done by chance, or rather I suppose them to be
counterfeits. Be that as it will, it is allowed on all hands,
that good copper was never known to be cheaper than it is
at present. I am ignorant of the pi ice, further than by his
informing me that it is only fourteenpence a pound; bj
which, I observe, he charges the coinage at thirty per cent. ,
and therefore I cannot but think his demands are exorbitant.
But, to say the truth, the dearness or cheapness of the metal
do not properly enter into the question. What we desire is,
that it should be of the best kind, and as weighty as can be
afforded; that the profit of the contriver should be reduced
from sixteen to eight per cent.; and the charge of coinage,
if possible, from thirty to ten, or fifteen at most

Mr. M'Culla must also give good security that he will
coin only a determinate sum, not exceeding twenty thousand
pounds j by which, although he should deal with all upright-

1 Faulkner's edition adds here "For the benefit of defrauding the
crown never occurreth to the public, but is wholly turned to the advan-
tage of those whom the crown employeth " [T. $.]